Hanukkah Festival Talmud Study

Where Do These Customs Come From Anyway?
Talmud Bavli, Masekhet Shabbat, 21b-22a
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one places it on the table and that is enough.

1) What did we learn last year from our Talmud text study about Hanukkah?

2) What are the three different rules that the Tanna'im teach about the placement of the Hanukkah lights
in this b'raita? Why do you think the Rabbis require this placement?

3) Were you surprised by any of these rules? Which one and why?

4) What do you think is meant here by “a time of danger?”
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1) What common rule about the Hanukkah lights is the Amora Rava the source for in his teaching?

2) What do you think the bonfire is? What is the purpose of the bonfire?

3) Who do you think an “important person” is?

What is Hanukkah? For our Rabbis taught:
On the 25* of Kislev, there are eight days of
Hanukkah on which we do not recite eulogies
or fast. For when the Greeks entered the
Temple, they made impure all of the oil that
was there. When the Hasmonean Dynasty
overcame and defeated them, they searched
and found only one cruze of oil that held the
seal of the High Priest, and in it there was
only enough to burn for one day. A miracle
occurred and they lit from it for eight days.
The following year, they established and
made them festive days with Hallel and
Thanksgiving prayers.
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1) According to the b'raita, what is the story of Hanukkah? What do the Rabbis emphasize as essence of

the story?

2) What are the rituals/religious observances that are prescribed in this b'raita?




3) What are the “Hallel and Thanksgiving prayers” that are being referred to in the braita?
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Raba said: “It is a commandment to place the
Hanukkah light within one tefah of the
entrance (to your house).” And where should
one place it? Rav Aha the son of Rava said:
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the left so that the Hanukkah light will be on INDYND NONN N KINY T ,72‘03\’))3
the left and the m’zuzah on the right. RRAYARRIRIYAY

1) Is this teaching linked to an earlier section of Talmud? Which one? What issue is this teaching from
the amora Rabbah working to clarify?

2) What is the halakha and why?

..Rav Y’huda said in the name of Rav Asi
who taught in the name of Rav: “It is

forbidden to count money near the Hanukkah
lights.
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1) Is this teaching linked to an earlier section of Talmud? Which one? What issue is this teaching from the
amora’im working to clarify?

2) What is the purpose of the mentioning of the names of all of those amora’im in the introduction to the
teaching? Research when each of those Rabbis lived and write out a mini-timeline for the development of
this teaching.



